
“Timothy Young's visit to our school has left smiles on our hearts forever. His presentations were engaging for all 
ages because of his wonderful ability to adapt them for any audience. With his kind heart and warm ways, he made 
everyone feel special and included. I loved how he moved around the room during his presentation so that the 
students in the back could get a "front row" seat to his drawing talents. Getting the teachers involved in his silly antics 
will always be treasured moments as well. His books were asked for before his visit, but now? They haven't had a 
chance to rest on our shelves ever since!”
                  Kelly Spector  -  TK-5 Librarian
                   NEW Academy Canoga Park, Canoga Park, CA
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As a child Timothy Young always wondered who made the 
toys he played with, who wrote and illustrated the books he 
read and who made the cartoons he watched. He grew up to 
be one of the people who got to do all of them. 
Tim is the author/illustrator of 15 books, from board books to 

middle grade, including I Hate Picture Books!, If You Give the 
Puffin a Muffin, Do Not Open The Box! the unusually titled 
untitled. He has also designed toys, worked in animation and 
built puppets. His career highlights include being the head 
model-maker for the Penny cartoons on Pee-Wee’s Playhouse, 
designing and building Muppets for Jim Henson Productions, 

sculpting the very first Simpsons character toys and inventing 
the pool toy The Chicken Fight Game. He has also illustrated 
books for other authors and has produced two creative 
drawing books.  
Tim has visited hundreds of schools and libraries across the 

country and overseas. He’s appeared onstage at book 
festivals and conferences. As well as elementary schools, he 
has done workshops and talks with middle and high school 
students, (and even adults), about the process of putting 
together a picture book and about careers in the creative arts. 
He’d love to visit your school too.



Elementary School Assemblies
Elementary school assemblies usually consist of:

  • 45 Minutes with the K and 1st-grade classes.

  • 1 Hour with the 2nd and 3rd grade classes.

  • 1 Hour with the 4th and 5th grade classes.

Each presentation is geared towards the appropriate age level. A 
one-hour assembly starts with book readings, then a Q & A period 
which flows into a drawing demonstration. Tim starts by creating a 
brand new character, explaining the process of using your 
imagination to guide your drawings. He then does an interactive 
drawing lesson in which the students provide scribbles on a white 
board which he then uses to “discover” creatures and characters 
hidden in them. He discusses the sources of creativity, where 
inspiration comes from and how to mold it into incredible things. 

He talks about his career and brings samples of toys and products 
he’s designed. All the time he imparts the idea that the students can 
choose their path, using their passion and creativity to guide their 
lives.

He makes himself available for the whole school day. He can have 
a lunch discussion with faculty or a select group of students. Extra 
assemblies or evening programs can be added.

 Presentations & Workshops
Timothy Young is available for workshops, group 

presentations and speaking engagements:
Presented at Summer Camps, Libraries and Schools:

Creating Unique Characters: In this 2 or 3 day workshop Tim works 
with students to create brand new characters. Those characters are then 
used as a writing prompt. Visual storytelling, storyboarding, layout and 
plotting are all part of the lesson.

Presented at Libraries, Writing Groups and Events:
Creativity and Careers: Tim speaks about creative careers and the work 

he has done as an animator, illustrator and writer. He brings samples of the 
toys he designed and sculpted as well as prototypes, animation models and 
handmade book dummies.

Sharjah International Book Fair
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates - November 2016

Character Drawing Workshops: Tim was invited to do 6 days of 
drawing and character design workshops based on his books with children 
from all over the Middle East. 

The Mansion at Strathmore
North Bethesda, MD - June 2016

Illustration Over the Centuries: Tim presented on the history of 
children’s book illustration to coincide with their summer art exhibit; Turning 
The Page: Children’s Book Illustration.

“It was a pleasure having Timothy Young visit our school.  The 
students were thrilled to meet him and hear how he became an 
author and illustrator.  Our teaching staff loved how he custom-
ized his presentations to meet the needs of each grade and it 
was wonderful to see his books come to life as he read them 
aloud. I especially enjoyed working with Mr. Young and found 
him to be flexible, friendly and engaging throughout the entire 
process of booking and presenting. A genuine pleasure!”
          Debbie Troop - 4th Grade Teacher
          Hillside Elementary School - Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

“Our school invited author/illustrator, Tim Young, back for a 
second visit to provide student assemblies for our school-wide 
reading incentive program finale, and one evening presenta-
tion during our schoolʼs summer reading kick-off event.  
Students, teachers, and parents enjoyed the read-alouds of 
his books.  Students, especially, were engaged in the interac-
tive process of creating and illustrating characters--real and 
imagined.”
                Joanna Bowder - Reading Specialist
                 Octorara Primary Learning Center - Atglen, PA
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“Never has a scribble looked so appealing and held so much 
meaning than it did for the students of Newbury School during 
your author visit.  What a great lesson in creativity and 
perseverance you communicated to the students when you 
showed them how to transform a scribble into a drawing. I am 
so thrilled to tell you that my desk is filled with happy scribble 
drawings. 
Your patience and professionalism in answering all of the 
studentsʼ questions really resonated with the teachers!  It is 
easy to tell that you enjoy being around and inspiring children 
to be creative thinkers.  
Can we just put in that you are a really, cool guy too?”
           Josephine Schneider - Educational Media Specialist
           Newbury Elementary School - Howell, NJ

“The students from kindergarten all the way through 5th 
grade had such a great time. Timothy was able to keep the 
students, engaged, interested and entertained all at the same 
time. His presentations are perfectly tailored to the various 
grade levels. His artistry was also quite impressive to both 
students and staff.  We thoroughly enjoyed his visit and all of 
the beautiful sketches he gifted the library after his presenta-
tions. Everyone at Center Street School definitely knows the 
difference between a puffin and penguin now!”
  Priscilla Manni, PARP Committee
  Center Street School, Williston Park, NY

“Timothy Young's humor, story telling and drawings were 
loved by all. Students from grades 1-5 were completely 
engaged in his presentations. I especially loved his interac-
tions with the kids when he was doing his scribble drawings.  
I cannot keep his books in the library now. I was told by 
many of our staff that this was the best author presentation 
they had ever experienced.”
     Jean Gerber, Library Media Specialist
  Bells Elementary School, Blackwood NJ

“Our students enjoyed every activity that Mr. Young present-
ed. But everyoneʼs favorite was scribbling on his pad and 
watching him turn their mess into a cute, and recognizable 
picture. It was a fun filled afternoon!”
         Kim Shaw, MAEd and MLS - Media Coordinator
          Willis Hare Elementary School - Pendleton, NC

You can now book Timothy Young throgh How Now Booking. 
Rates are available at www.HowNowBooking.com. Discounts 
are available for multiple school visits in the same district over 
consecutive days. 

All the school needs to provide is an LCD projector and screen 
or a smart board. (If a school does not have one, a program 
can still be presented). We’re always happy to tailor a program 
to fit your students and schedule.

If you don’t have a local bookseller to work with we can 
handle book sales. A PDF pre-order form, with specific details 
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In-Person School Visits
about the visit, is provided. It can be printed and sent home with 
the students or emailed.  Tim signs the books ahead of time and 
brings them with him. He always draws a picture in each signed 
book.

Tim is available throughout the year and can even make room 
in his schedule on short notice. You can find more information 
about Timothy Young and his books on his website: 
https://creaturesandcharacters.com Please contact How Now 
Booking with any questions or special needs. 

http://www.HowNowBooking.com
http://www.HowNowBooking.com
https://creaturesandcharacters.com
https://creaturesandcharacters.com/
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“Everyone loved your presentation!  So many teachers said how great 
you were; extremely engaging and funny!  The students also loved the 
drawing portion.”
             Alyssa Schweizer NBCT, Library Media Specialist
           North Star Elementary School, Hockessin, DE

“Timothy Young's humor, story telling and drawings were loved by all. 
Students from grades 1-5 were completely engaged in his presentations. 
I especially loved his interactions with the kids when he was doing his 
scribble drawings.  I cannot keep his books in the library now. I was told 
by many of our staff that this was the best author presentation they had 
ever experienced.”
 Jean Gerber, Library Media Specialist
 Bells Elementary School, Blackwood NJ

During the Covid pandemic we all learned to do 
things virtually...holding classes, meetings and even 
visits with friends on-line over Zoom, Google Meet 
and other platforms. Early in the shutdown Tim 
began to rework his in-person presentation into one 
that would work remotely. He has done a lot of 
virtual author visits in quite a few ways, tailoring his 
programs to the needs of each school. 

He has done presentations where all of the 
students were in their homes, he also visited 
classrooms where he was on their laptops or tablets 
and he has presented to larger groups viewing him 
an a large screen. Tim works hard to make sure that 
everyone participating has the ability to ask 
questions and feel like they met him in person. He 
has structured his virtual program to be non-linear 
and more interactive with the students rather than 
just a program to be watched.

Even though he now can visit schools in-person he 
still enjoys doing virtual ones and thinks they are a 
great way to visit students further away at a very 
affordable price. 

Virtual programs are also a great way to have 
more author visits during a school year for schools 
that normally only have one visiting author per year.

Information about booking virtual visits can be 
found online by visiting How Now Booking, 
www.hownowbooking.com 

Virtual School Visits

Timothy Young’s view of students on a Zoom presentation.
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